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Maria, Olga, and Genia/ who belong to three generations,
co-exist in every generation; they vary their personalities by
emphasizing now one, now another psychologic ingredient,
according to internal or external influences. These three types
of women are perhaps not so different from one another after all.
Only in their modes of solving their timeless problems do these
representatives of the different generations seem to be partly
influenced by their social structure.

The Russian woman has gone through the fire of revolution,
has largely freed her activity from social fetters, and continues
fighting at the side of her man for their common aims. The
American woman has achieved her social goal through the more
peaceful means of democratic progress. But the femininity of both
is fighting its silent struggles on a quite different front, just like
that of all women of whatever race, colour, language, or culture.

We shall now turn our attention to developments that we can
observe more directly. For we too are living in a situation of social
upheaval that can bring about rapid transformations of human
behaviour.

We recall that in the interval between the two world wars
American opinion was disturbed by certain striking developments
in the young people of both sexes. These related not only to the
increase of the aggressive forces and the unbearable competitiveness
that hardly left the last generation time to breathe. Other more
regressive manifestations of this restless competitiveness disturbed us
even more. In addition to the over-intensified intellectual and
athletic activity that served competitive purposes, a terrifying
emotional bleakness and superficiality was noted in these young
people. One could not help feeling that the young men, despite
their over-activity, had an increasing tendency toward passivity,
while the unmistakable increase of activity in the young women,
and their tendency toward masculinization, were accompanied by
the same shallowness and emotional inertia that the boys displayed.
While the boy's over-activity betrayed, in its over-compensating
character, the passivity and emotional emptiness concealed behind
it, the girl's masculinization unfortunately expressed not only her
growing social emancipation, but also her impoverished emotional
life, resulting from an overgrowth of her intellect. The typical
process of intellectualization that we have observed as a temporary
manifestation of adolescence (p. 101) was displayed by both sexes
to a greater extent than before and for a long time after puberty.
We have no adequate information about the causes of this behaviour.